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On Oct. 6, international news agency Inter Press Service (IPS) reported on the status of negotiations
for a Central American defense and security pact. Talks for reaching such an accord began with the
1987 signing of the Esquipulas II peace agreement by the five Central American presidents. Regional
negotiators working under the auspices of the Central American Security Commission hope to have
the security accord ready for signing in mid-1993. The accord will provide guarantees for regional
peace based on military equilibrium. Force levels, both personnel and weaponry, will be determined
on the basis of each country's total land area, the size of its population, and the length of its borders.
Based on current definitions, Guatemala would have the region's largest army, followed by El
Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua and Costa Rica. Adjustments in force levels will also be based on
inventories of troops and weapons which each country is required to submit to the United Nations
and the Organization of American States (OAS). Costa Rica, Honduras and Nicaragua have already
provided their inventories, while officials are hoping El Salvador and Guatemala will comply
within the next few months. One of the security accord's chief advocates, Honduran deputy foreign
minister Jaime Guell, told IPS, "The security of Central America does not lie in guns, but in the unity
of its peoples, the norms of international law and peaceful coexistence...Once adequate military
equilibrium between the states has been achieved, no Central American country will have the
capacity to attack or invade another." The pact is also expected to result in a relative strengthening
of police forces in relation to standing military institutions. Other elements of the accord include
new communications and coordination mechanisms to facilitate information exchange among
regional military institutions, and a series of new mechanisms to prevent cross-border arms
smuggling, for improved prevention and interdiction of drug trafficking, for preservation of the
environment, for protection of human rights, and for regional cooperation in the aftermath of
natural disasters. The pact does not address the issue of US military presence in Central America.
(Source: Inter Press Service, 10/06/92)
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